Fall 2005

Dear Parents of (your child’s teacher’s name),

Our daughter, (your child’s name), is in (teacher’s name) fifth grade class.  Our daughter has Down syndrome.  Perhaps some of your children have asked questions about (child’s name).  We have compiled a book about (child’s name) to help you explain individual differences to your children.  We will be giving (teacher’s name) a few copies to send home with different students each day.  Please read it to your child and then send it back for another child to read the next day.

We hope this book answers many of your children’s questions about Down syndrome.  Please stress that children with Down syndrome are more “the same” as other children rather than different.  Other good books pertaining to children with disabilities include “Hi I’m Ben…And I’ve Got a Secret!” and “What’s Wrong With Timmy?”  Your local library may have these books for you to check out to familiarize your child with people with disabilities or you may borrow them from us, just ask.

One question kids ask that takes adults by surprise is, “Can I catch Down syndrome?”  This is a very real concern that young children may have.  The best way to alleviate this fear is to explain that a person is born with Down syndrome, just like when someone is born with brown or blue eyes.  A person can’t catch Down syndrome just like they can’t catch blue eyes.

We ask that you remind your children that they are all (child’s name)’s teachers, because she will learn as much from your children this year as she will from school.  That is why it is important they show (child’s name) good things to do, because she will also copy the not so good things!

This is our sixth year of full inclusion at (name of school).  So far it has been very successful for (child’s name) as well as enlightening for her classmates.  We know that (child’s name) will grow up to be a contributing member of her community.  We feel that there’s no better time to start being a part of it than when she’s young.  This is a great opportunity for your child without a disability to learn that some people can be a bit different, but that differences needn’t be feared, and you can still be friends.  Please feel free to call us with any questions.

Sincerely,

(Parent names here)

